Chronology of Attempts 


Four U.S. presidents have 
been assassinated — all in shoot- 
ings . Three of President Ford's 
predecessors escaped injury in 
assassination attempts. Follow- 
ing is ji history of assassination 
attempt and their outcome. 

Andrew Jackson — Jan. 30, 1835, 
In Capitol rotunda, Richard Law- 
rence tried to shoot him twice but 
misfired both times. Lawrence, 
who thought Jackson was in 
league with steamship companies 
to get his money, was found not 
guilty by reason of insanity. 

Abraham Lincoln — April 14, 
1865, he was fatally shot in Fords 
Theater in Washington by actor 
John Wilkes Booth. The President 
died the next day. Booth was shot 
and killed April 26, 1865, when 
trapped in a bam in Bowling 
Green, Va., by Union troops. 
Booth was a Southern sympathi- 
zer. 

James A. Garfield— July 2, 1881, 
he was shot In the back in a 
Washington train station by 
Charles J. Gulteau, who was re- 
fused an ambassadorial position 
by Garfield. Garfield died Sept. 
19, 1381. Gulteau was hangeii the 
following year. 

William McKinley — Sept. 6, 
1901, he was shot by Leon Czoi- 
gosz, while attempting to shake 
his hand at the Pan-American Ex- 
position in Buffalo. Czoigosz, a 
self-professed anarchist, was elec- 
trocuted. McKinley died Sept. 14, 
1901. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt — Feb. 15, 


1933, as President-elect he was 
shot at in Miami by Guisseppe 
Zang^ra. Zangara missed Roose- 
velt but fatally wounded Chicago 
Mayor Anton Cermak, who died 
March 6. He had no ill will to- 
ward Roosevelt personally, just * 
toward a capitalist head of state. 
Zangara was electrocuted March 
20, 1933. 

Harry S. Truman — Nov. 1, 1950 
while he was napping at Blair 
House, two Puerto Rican nation- 
alists, Oscar Collazo and Grise- 
lio Torresola, stormed the build- 
ing in an attempt to reach Tru- 
man. During the melee Torresola 
and White House policeman Les- 
lie Coffelt were slain and Collazo 
and two othfer policemen were 
injured. Collazo was sentenced to 
death but Truman later com- 
muted it to life imprisonment. 

John F. Kennedy — Nov. 22 
1963, Kennedy was fatally shot 
Jn a motorcade in Dallas. The ac- 
cused assassin, Lee Harvey Os- 
wald, was shot and killed by Jack 
Ruby while awaiting trial. No 
motive was firmly established. 

Gerald R. Ford— Sept. 5, 1975, 
in Sacramento, Lynette Alice, 
Fromme allegedly attempted to 
shoot the President while he was , 
walking near the state capitol. She M 
was grabbed by a Secret Service 
agent before a shot was fired. 
Fromme has been charged with 
attempting to murder President 
Ford. If convicted, she could re- 
ceive life imprisonment 
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